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Two rural county projects were conditionally approved by the Community Economic Revitalization Board
(CERB) at the April 19, 2001 meeting.  The projects in Cowlitz and Skamania counties represent a total loan and
grant commitment of $1,842,000.  An estimated $1,166,000 in other public monies will be leveraged with the
CERB investments.  An estimated 74 new full-time equivalent jobs will be created and 9 full-time jobs retained.

Port of LongviewPort of LongviewPort of LongviewPort of Longview

A $1,000,000 low-interest loan was condi-
tionally approved for the Port of Longview in
Cowlitz County.  These funds will assist in fi-
nancing the construction of a port-owned 48,000
square foot general purpose industrial building
for lease to Brown-Strauss, a steel distribution
company.

The new warehouse is required to support
the relocation and expansion of Brown-Strauss,
currently operating in Portland, Oregon.  The
Port of Longview will utilize a paved area that
was formerly a log yard.  The project is a ‘win-
win’ as the port has targeted steel production as a
new growth industry and the old paved log yard
will be re-used plus idle equipment that formerly
moved logs will now move steel beams.

The Brown-Strauss steel products ware-
house will add to the Longview-Kalama success
in attracting steel products industries to the re-
gion.  In 1995, the Port of Kalama sited BHP
Coated Steel.  Prudential Steel moved to the City
of Longview’s Mint Farm Industrial Park in
1998.  The siting and handling of steel products
is one of the port’s primary strategies for the next
five years.  Jobs generated by steel products
businesses will help the region diversify from its
historic dependence on the timber products in-
dustry.  The Brown-Strauss development will
employ an estimated 22 new jobs and retain 9
jobs of Washington residents currently employed
by the firm.

Port of SkamaniaPort of SkamaniaPort of SkamaniaPort of Skamania

A $342,000 loan and $500,000 grant was condition-
ally approved for the Port of Skamania to assist in con-
structing a 15,000 square foot port-owned general purpose
industrial building, on-site sewer, water, electricity and
electronic communications services, such as fiber optic ca-
ble.  The industrial building will be located on about two
acres at the port’s North Bonneville Industrial Park.

The new industrial facility is required to accommodate
LifeTek Corporation, a pharmaceutical sales, packaging
and distribution company.  LifeTek will lease the building
from the port and create an estimated 52 full-time equiva-
lent jobs within three years of operation.  LifeTek will
move from Delaware to North Bonneville.

This project helps address one of Skamania County’s
economic development issues, which is land availability
for economic development.  Skamania County has very
few land resources that can be used to help create a healthy
economic base.  Ninety-eight percent of all land in the
county is in public ownership and subject to development
restrictions.  The southern most portion of the county is in-
cluded in the Columbia River National Scenic Area with
over 50 percent of the county’s total private land base clas-
sified as a National Scenic Area.  The Port of Skamania
has initiated several land acquisitions and is currently de-
veloping a 42-acre parcel recently purchased from the City
of North Bonneville near the proposed LifeTek develop-
ment.  Prior to the two acre LifeTek site, and recent land
acquisitions, port industrial property was limited to one
acre.  By the end of 2001 the port’s goal is to have 54 acres
of industrial zoned lands ready for infrastructure placement
and business development projects.



CERB recommended five projects out of 29 applications to the Qwest Settlement Telecommunication Project
Assistance escrow account managers for funding consideration.  The projects are in Clallam, Columbia, Stevens/
Spokane, Yakima and Franklin counties.

CERB was chosen to solicit and recommend a prioritized list of telecommunications projects for a court-
ordered settlement of the return of monies to rate payers of U.S. West/Qwest.  CERB was chosen because of its
statutory authority and perspective regarding public infrastructure in support of economic development.

CERB’s role with regard to Qwest Settlement Telecommunication Project Assistance was to review funding
proposals, decide on project proposals to be funded, and notify escrow account managers (U.S. West/Qwest, the
Utilities and Transportation Commission, and Public Counsel) of the selected projects and proposed grant
amounts.  The escrow account managers may choose to perform a final verification of project budgets and cost
estimates before dispersing funds.  A total of $4,861,000 is available for project funding.  The balance will sup-
port OTED-CERB implementation costs.

The following projects are being recommended by CERB to the Qwest settlement escrow account managers.
The projects rated highly in criteria such as benefit to a rural area, demonstration of local priority, readiness to
proceed, economic development outcomes, benefits to business development and employment, and benefits to
distressed areas with high unemployment.

CERB is a state economic development resource strategically focused to help business and industry create
and retain jobs in partnership with local communities.

CERB provides financing for construction of public facilities that support private sector development and
increased employment opportunities.

Management support is provided by the Office of Trade & Economic Development that works to enhance
and promote sustainable economic vitality.

Communities with potential projects are encouraged to contact
CERB staff at 360.725.4058 or by e-mail to: KateR@cted.wa.gov

APPLICANT DESCRIPTION REQUEST

Clallam County EDC Install 26 miles of fiber to complete a redundant loop around the
Olympic Peninsula

$1,700,000

Port of Columbia Purchase and install switch equipment to connect the port and city
to Qwest fiber network

$   517,000

TriCounty EDC Install fiber from Colville to Deer Park in Qwest service area $1,165,000

City of Yakima Install a fiber loop around the airport to provide services to busi-
nesses

$   708,300

Port of Pasco Acquire equipment to connect to a fiber backbone owned by Qwest
*Note: actual award will be less than the amount identified.

$   880,000*
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